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The world is heading for a cyber-equivalent of 2009's swine flu
epidemic unless there is greater infemational co-operation and
public education to avert such a crisis, says an IT security expert.

“The UK governments National Security Stratey s right to identiy
cyber-attacks as a major e to national securty. Cyber
terrorism is on the fise and neither national governments nor the
general public are fully prepared to deal with the threat " said
Eday Willems, security evangelist at security firn GData
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International co-operation s also needed, said Willems, because with greater interational co-ordination new
viruses can be analysed quickly, enabling software companies to develop fixes and minimise the extent of any
damage caused

Currentlevels of co-operation are not sufficient to counter a widespread threat, as the response to the recent
Stuxnet attack has shown, he said.

Unless we actin unison now we could face a malware epidemicin the next couple of years " said Willems.




Computer Weekly 22 October 2010 

